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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

No. 2004-BD-00439-SCT

THE MISSISSIPPI BAR Appellant
V.

JOHN EDWARD JACKSON, JR. Appellee

ORDER OF STAY AND SUSPENSION

1.  Thisisadisbarment proceeding filed by The Missssppi Bar. We find that Missssppi attorney
John Edward Jackson, Jr., having been convicted of afeony, should be suspended from the practice of
law, pending his gpped of hiscrimind conviction and sentence

2. OnFebruary 12, 2004, Missssppi atorney John Edward Jackson, Jr. (Jackson) wasfound guilty
by ajury of the crime of sdle of marijuanawithin a correctiond faality, aviolaion of Miss Code Ann. 8
47-5-198, and he was sentenced to serve a term of three years in the custody of the Missssppi
Department of Corrections and to pay afine of $25,000.00 and dl court coss Pursuant to Miss Code
Am. § 73-3-41(Rev. 2004), the Circuit Court of Amite County, Missssppi, disbarred Jackson by
Sentencing Order upon Jury Verdict filed February 12, 2004.

13.  OnMarch 4, 2004, pursuant to Rule 6 of the Rules of Discipling, The Missssppi Bar (Bar) filed
a Formd Complant and a Mation for Indefinite Sugpenson Pending Apped, Striking from Ralls,

Sugpending and Staying Proceedings with this Court againgt Jackson.  The Bar accused Jackson of



unprofessond and unethical conduct and conduct evinaing unfitnessfor the practice of law, conduct which
condtitutes legd groundsfor his disharment.
1. The Bar dleges that the crime for which Jackson was found guilty, sde of marijuana within a
correctiond fadility, isamong the typesof crimes contemplated by Rule 6 of the Rules of Disciplinefor the
Bar asit isacaime condituting afd ony, which warrants the impaosition of disbarmett.
%.  Themotionrequestsanorder for immediate suspenson of Jackson from the practiceof law, based
uponhisbeing found guilty and the Sentencing Order, until suchtimeas, upon aproper showing by the Bar,
the time of gpped of the conviction has expired or the gpped is conduded without reversd, & which time
Jackson should be automatically disbarred.
6.  Onduly 15, 2004, Jackson responded to the complant and moation, reciting numerous defenses
induding adam that this Court should wait until the goped on hiscrimind conviction is completed before
deciding whether he should be disharred.
7.  The Missssppi Legidaure enacted a atute regarding the disbarment of a licensed atorney
convicted of certain flonies, which provides
Every person who has been or Shdl herediter be convicted of fdony in acourt of thisor
any other gate or acourt of the United States mandaughter or aviolaion of the Internd
Revenue Code excepted, shdl be incgpeble of obtaining alicense to practice law. Any
court of the State of Missssppi in which alicensed atorney shdl have been convicted of
afdony, other than mandaughter or avidaion of the Internd Revenue Code, shall enter
an order disbarring the atorney.
Miss Code Ann. § 73-3-41 (Rev. 2004) (emphasis added).
18.  OnFebruary 12, 2004, after having been found guilty by ajury, Jackson gppeared for sentencing

by the Circuit Court of Amite County. In its sentencing order, the court induded the following language:



1o.
sugpension, aswdl asaFormd Complaint for disbarment of Jeckson. Thus, wefind oursdvesreviewing

arequest by the Missssppi Bar that we dishar an attorney who hasdreedy been disharred by the Circuit

Pursuant to Section 73-3-41 of the Missssppi Code of 1972, as amended, an order
disharing said defendant attorney ishereby entered by the court. It isfurther ordered thet
the drcuit derk forward a certified copy of this order to The Missssppi bar.

Theresfter, pursuant to Rule 6 of the Rules of Discipling, the Bar filed its Mation for immediate

Court of Amite Courty.

110.  ThisCourt hashddthat wehave" exdusveinherent jurisdiction over andtorney and hisher license
topracticelaw inthissae” Miss. State Bar v. Nichols, 562 So. 2d 1285,1287 (Miss. 1990). Thus,
Miss. Code Ann. § 73-3-41 is in direct conflict with Nichols. Where a daute conflicts with a

determination of this Court concerning conditutiond interpretation and powers, this Court’ sdetermination

shdl contral. See Newell v. State, 308 So. 2d 71 (Miss. 1975).

111

The Legidaure has dreedy recognized and codified the pronouncement we mke today. Miss

Code Ann. § 73-3-301 (Rev. 2004) provides.

Any atorney regularly admitted to practice law inthe Sate of Missssppi or any atorney
speaidly admitted to practice law by a court of this Sate or any individua admitted to
practiceasandtorney inany other jurisdiction who regularly engegesinthe practiceof law
within this date as house counsd to corporations or other entities, counsd for
governmentd agendies, out-of-date lavyers admitted or permitted to practice law in this
date by comity, bar examination or otherwise are subject to the exclusive and
inherent disciplinary jurisdiction of the supreme court of Mississippi adthe
discplinary agendies hereindter established and designated; provided, however, nothing
herein contained shdl be congtrued to deny any other court such powersasare necessary
for that court to mantain control over practice in and proceedings conducted before it,
such as the power of contempt, nor to prohibit locd bar associaions from censuring,
sugpending or expdling their members from membership in such locd bar assoaation.

(empheds added).



112. Rue6af theRulesof Disdiplineprovidesthe procedurefor sugpensonand disbarment of atorneys
based on conviction of afdony. Rule 6(f) orders ajudge of any court to tranamit a copy of a conviction
or judgment or order accepting or acknowledging the offer or tender of a plea to the Bar's Complaint
Counsd. Then, pursuant to Rule 6(a), the Complaint Counsd isto present the copy to thisCourt, and this
Court shdl grike the name of the atorney and order hisimmediate sugpension from the practice of law.
Rule 6(d) provides thet, when the time for goped from the judgment or conviction expires or dl gopeds
have been conduded without reversd, Complaint Counsd shdl cartify thet resut to this Court, and this
Court shl forthwith enter an order of disbarmen.
113. Thesubgtantiveand procedurd prerequisitesof Rule6(a) of the Rulesof Disciplineof the Bar have
been satidfied; and therefore, John Edward Jackson, Jr. should be and heis suspended from the practice
of law pending his apped.
M14. 1T ISTHEREFORE, ORDERED:

1 That John Edward Jackson, ., is sugpended from the practice of law in the Sate of
Mississppi pending thefind resdlution  of his appeal of his

aimind conviction and
SENtence;

2. That further procesdingsin this metter are dayed pending the find resolution
of Jackson's apped;

3. That the Clerk of this Court shdll mail certified copies of this order to the
Circuit and Chancery Courts of Pike County, Missssppi, and the Clerks of the Supreme Court of the
United States, the United States Court of Appedls for the Fifth Circuit, and the United States Didrict

Courtsfor the Northern and Southern Didricts of Missssppi; and



4, The Mississppi Bar shdl promptly drike the name of John Edward Jeckson,
J., fromitsmembershiprall and shdl promptly natify thisCourt of thefind resolution of Jackson'sgpped
of hiscrimind conviction and sentence.

SO ORDERED, onthis the 3rd day of November, 2004.

/9 JessH. Dickinson
JESS H. DICKINSON, JUSTICE
FOR THE COURT

DIAZ AND GRAVES, JJ., NOT PARTICIPATING.



